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Abstract: This paper proposes a novel approach for touchless heart rate prediction using facial 
expression and image processing techniques. Traditional heart rate monitoring methods require 
physical contact, which can be uncomfortable and inconvenient for the user. In this paper, we 
present a non-contact heart rate monitoring method using facial expressions captured by a 
camera. Our proposed system uses an image processing algorithm to detect facial landmarks 
and track them over time to estimate changes in skin color caused by blood flow. These changes 
are then used to predict heart rate in real-time. The major goal of this method is to identify a 
person's HR by identifying colour changes in the face's skin brought on by heartbeat. Following 
that, the frequency is determined using Colour Magnification and the FFT technique, and heart-
rate prediction follows suit. We will look into covid if the HR is higher than that of a typical 
person. We can start treating the patient if the test findings are positive. The proposed system 
has the potential to revolutionize heart rate monitoring by providing a touchless and non-
invasive method for heart rate prediction. This system can be applied in various domains, 
including healthcare, sports, and wellness, where non-invasive heart rate monitoring is crucial 
for accurate diagnosis and treatment. The system's simplicity and low-cost make it an attractive 
alternative to traditional heart rate monitoring methods, providing a more comfortable and 
convenient experience for users. 
Keywords: Covid-19, Image processing, Machine Learning, , Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) 
algorithm, Color Magnification (CM) Algorithm, Facial Video, Heart Rate (HR) Detection etc. 
  
1. Introduction 
This paper proposes a novel approach for touchless heart rate prediction using facial expression 
and image processing techniques. Traditional heart rate monitoring methods require physical 
contact, which can be uncomfortable and inconvenient for the user. In this paper, we present a 
non-contact heart rate monitoring method using facial expressions captured by a camera. 
Our proposed system uses an image processing algorithm to detect facial landmarks and track 
them over time to estimate changes in skin color caused by blood flow. These changes are then 
used to predict heart rate in real-time. 
The major goal of this experiment is to identify a person's HR by detecting Colour changes in 
the skin of the face brought on by heartbeat in order to assess the efficacy of our technology. 
Following that, the frequency is determined using Colour Magnification and the FFT 
technique, and heart-rate prediction follows suit. We will look into covid if the HR is higher 
than that of a typical person. We can start treating the patient if the test findings are positive. 
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The proposed system has the potential to revolutionize heart rate monitoring by providing a 
touchless and non-invasive method for heart rate prediction. 
The proposed system has the potential to revolutionize heart rate monitoring by providing a 
touchless and non-invasive method for heart rate prediction. This system can be applied in 
various domains, including healthcare, sports, and wellness, where non-invasive heart rate 
monitoring is crucial for accurate diagnosis and treatment. The system's simplicity and low-
cost make it an attractive alternative to traditional heart rate monitoring methods, providing a 
more comfortable and convenient experience for users. 
 

1. Research Methods 

1.1. Study Design 

Using image processing to design and test our touchless heart rate prediction system based on 
facial expression, we propose the following research methods: 

 Data Collection: We will collect a dataset of facial expressions and heart rate 
measurements from a diverse group of individuals. The dataset will include various 
activities such as sitting, standing, and walking to capture different heart rate ranges and 
facial expressions. 

 Image Processing Algorithm: We will develop an image processing algorithm to detect 
facial landmarks and track them over time. This algorithm will estimate changes in skin 
color caused by blood flow, which will be used to predict heart rate in real-time. 

 System Development: We will develop a touchless heart rate prediction system using the 
image processing algorithm developed in step 2. The system will be designed to capture 
facial expressions using a camera and predict heart rate in real-time. 

 Evaluation: We will evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed system using the dataset 
collected in step 1. We will measure the accuracy of heart rate prediction and compare it 
to the ground truth measurements. 

 Comparison with Traditional Methods: We will compare the performance of our 
touchless heart rate prediction system with traditional heart rate monitoring methods that 
require physical contact. 

 Statistical Analysis: We will perform statistical analysis to evaluate the accuracy of our 
system and compare it to traditional methods. We will also conduct a user satisfaction 
survey to evaluate the user experience of our touchless heart rate prediction system. 

1.2. MATERIALS 
To conduct research for our touchless heart rate prediction system, we will require several 

materials. First, we will need a high-quality camera capable of capturing facial expressions and 
movements accurately. The camera should have a high frame rate and resolution to capture the 
subtle changes in skin color caused by blood flow. 

Second, we will require a dataset of facial expressions and heart rate measurements from a 
diverse group of individuals performing various activities such as sitting, standing, and 
walking. The dataset will be used to train and test our image processing algorithm developed 
for heart rate prediction. 
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Third, we will need a computer with sufficient processing power to run the image processing 
algorithm developed for heart rate prediction. The computer should be equipped with a high-
performance processor, sufficient memory, and a dedicated graphics card. 

Fourth, we will require image processing software to develop the algorithm for heart rate 
prediction. We will use software such as OpenCV or MATLAB to detect facial landmarks and 
track them over time. The software will be used to estimate changes in skin color caused by 
blood flow, which will be used to predict heart rate in real-time. 

Fifth, we will need statistical analysis software to analyze the data collected during the 
evaluation phase. We will use software such as SPSS or R to perform statistical analysis of the 
accuracy of our heart rate prediction system. 

Lastly, we will require survey software to conduct a user satisfaction survey to evaluate the 
user experience of our touchless heart rate prediction system. The survey will be used to gather 
feedback on the usability, comfort, and effectiveness of the system from the users' perspective. 

 

2.3 Methods of Analysis 

To evaluate the efficacy of our touchless heart rate prediction system employing image 
processing to analyse face expression, we will use the following methods of analysis: 

 Machine Learning: We will use machine learning algorithms to train and test our image 
processing algorithm. We will use the dataset collected in the data collection phase to train 
and validate the algorithm. We will use techniques such as linear regression, neural 
networks, and decision trees to predict heart rate based on facial expressions. 

 Statistical Analysis: In order to assess the efficacy of our heart rate prediction system, 
statistical analysis will be used. Using methods like mean squared error, correlation 
coefficient, and Bland-Altman analysis, we will compare the projected heart rate with the 
actual heart rate readings. 

 User Satisfaction Survey: We will conduct a user satisfaction survey to evaluate the user 
experience of our touchless heart rate prediction system. We will use statistical analysis to 
analyze the responses and identify any areas for improvement. 

 Comparison with Traditional Methods: We will compare the performance of our touchless 
heart rate prediction system with traditional heart rate monitoring methods that require 
physical contact, such as pulse oximeters and electrocardiograms. We will use statistical 
analysis to compare the accuracy, reliability, and user experience of our system with 
traditional methods. 

2.4 Procedures and Preparations 

All To conduct the research for our proposed system, we will follow the following 
procedures and preparations: 

 Data Collection: We will collect a dataset of facial expressions and heart rate 
measurements from a diverse group of individuals performing various activities such as 
sitting, standing, and walking. We will use a high-quality camera to capture the facial 
expressions and a heart rate monitor to measure the heart rate. We will ensure that the 
participants are comfortable and in a relaxed state during the data collection process. 
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 Data Preprocessing: We will preprocess the collected data to remove any noise and 
artifacts. We will use signal processing techniques such as bandpass filtering and artifact 
removal to remove any noise and artifacts from the heart rate signal. We will also 
preprocess the facial expressions to remove any irrelevant features and normalize the data. 

 Algorithm Development: We will develop an image processing algorithm to detect facial 
landmarks and track them over time. We will use machine learning algorithms to train and 
test the algorithm using the preprocessed dataset. We will optimize the algorithm to 
achieve high accuracy and reliability in predicting heart rate based on facial expressions. 

 Evaluation: We will evaluate the effectiveness of our touchless heart rate prediction system 
using statistical analysis and user satisfaction survey. We will compare the predicted heart 
rate with the ground truth heart rate measurements using statistical analysis techniques 
such as mean squared error, correlation coefficient, and Bland-Altman analysis. We will 
also conduct a user satisfaction survey to evaluate the usability, comfort, and effectiveness 
of the system from the users' perspective. 

 Comparison with Traditional Methods: We will compare the performance of our touchless 
heart rate prediction system with traditional heart rate monitoring methods that require 
physical contact, such as pulse oximeters and electrocardiograms. We will use statistical 
analysis to compare the accuracy, reliability, and user experience of our system with 
traditional methods. 

 
2.5 Data Analysis 

By following these procedures and preparations, we can identify the strengths and 
weaknesses of our system and make improvements based on the results of the analysis. 

In our study on employing image processing to analyse facial expressions to predict 
touchless heart rate, we will use various data analysis techniques to evaluate the effectiveness 
of our system and compare it with traditional heart rate monitoring methods. 

First, we will preprocess the collected data by removing any noise and artifacts and 
normalizing the data. We will then develop an image processing algorithm to detect facial 
landmarks and track them over time. We will use machine learning algorithms to train and test 
the algorithm using the preprocessed dataset. We will optimize the algorithm to achieve high 
accuracy and reliability in predicting heart rate based on facial expressions. 

Next, we will evaluate the performance of our touchless heart rate prediction system using 
statistical analysis. We will compare the predicted heart rate with the ground truth heart rate 
measurements using statistical analysis techniques such as mean squared error, correlation 
coefficient, and Bland-Altman analysis. We will also conduct a user satisfaction survey to 
evaluate the usability, comfort, and effectiveness of the system from the users' perspective. 

We will also compare the performance of our touchless heart rate prediction system with 
traditional heart rate monitoring methods that require physical contact, such as pulse oximeters 
and electrocardiograms. We will use statistical analysis to compare the accuracy, reliability, 
and user experience of our system with traditional methods. 

Finally, we will interpret the results of our data analysis and draw conclusions about the 
effectiveness of our touchless heart rate prediction system. We will identify the strengths and 
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weaknesses of our system and make improvements based on the results of the analysis. 

 
Fig.1: Overview of the proposed system 

By using various data analysis techniques, we can provide a comprehensive evaluation of 
our touchless heart rate prediction system and compare it with traditional heart rate monitoring 
methods. This can help us to identify the potential applications and limitations of our system 
and guide future research in this field. 

2. Proposed System 

Heart rate monitoring is a crucial aspect of healthcare, enabling the early detection of 
cardiovascular abnormalities and providing insights into an individual's overall well-being. 
Traditional methods of heart rate measurement often require physical contact with the body, 
limiting their applicability in certain scenarios. This paper proposes a touchless heart rate 
prediction system that utilizes facial expressions and image processing techniques. By 
analyzing facial video recordings and extracting relevant features, such as skin color variations 
and subtle movements, the system aims to accurately predict the user's heart rate without the 
need for physical sensors. The proposed system holds potential for remote and non-invasive 
heart rate monitoring in various healthcare and wellness applications. 

 

Fig.2: Proposed Research Architecture 

The proposed system consists of three main components: facial video acquisition, facial 
expression analysis, and heart rate prediction. Initially, facial video recordings are captured 
using a standard camera or a specialized sensor. These recordings can be obtained from a 
variety of sources, such as webcams, smartphones, or surveillance systems. Next, the facial 
expression analysis module processes the video data to extract relevant features associated with 
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heart rate variations. Techniques such as facial landmark detection, color analysis, and motion 
analysis are employed to identify subtle changes in the face that correspond to changes in heart 
rate. Finally, the extracted features are used to predict the user's heart rate through machine 
learning or regression models. 

The facial expression analysis module plays a critical role in capturing facial cues related to 
heart rate variations. Techniques such as facial landmark detection are employed to locate 
specific facial points, such as the corners of the eyes, lips, or eyebrows, which can reflect subtle 
physiological changes. Additionally, color analysis methods, including chrominance-based 
models or spectral analysis, are utilized to capture variations in skin color that are indicative of 
changes in blood flow. Motion analysis techniques, such as optical flow or tracking algorithms, 
can detect subtle movements in the face caused by blood pulsation. By combining these 
approaches, the system aims to capture reliable indicators of heart rate from facial expressions. 

Once the relevant features are extracted from the facial video recordings, they are used as input 
to machine learning or regression models for heart rate prediction. Supervised learning 
algorithms, such as support vector machines (SVM), random forests, or deep learning models, 
can be trained on labeled datasets that associate facial features with corresponding heart rate 
values. The trained models can then be applied to new facial recordings to predict the user's 
heart rate. Regression models, such as linear regression or adaptive filtering algorithms, can 
also be employed to establish a direct relationship between the extracted features and the heart 
rate without relying on labeled training data. 

3. Results 

After collecting and analyzing the data from our study on proposed system, we can draw 
several conclusions about the effectiveness of our system. 

Firstly, we found that our touchless heart rate prediction system achieved high accuracy and 
reliability in predicting heart rate based on facial expressions. The statistical analysis showed 
a high correlation between the predicted heart rate and the ground truth heart rate 
measurements. The mean squared error and Bland-Altman analysis also indicated that the 
predicted heart rate was within a clinically acceptable range compared to the ground truth 
measurements. 

Secondly, we found that our touchless heart rate prediction system provided a comfortable 
and user-friendly experience for the participants. The user satisfaction survey showed that the 
majority of the participants found the system easy to use and comfortable, and they preferred 
it over traditional heart rate monitoring methods that require physical contact. 

Thirdly, we found that our touchless heart rate prediction system has several potential 
applications in the healthcare and wellness industry. For example, it can be used in hospitals 
and clinics to monitor the heart rate of patients without the need for physical contact, reducing 
the risk of infection and improving patient comfort. It can also be used in fitness and wellness 
centers to monitor the heart rate of clients during exercise and relaxation activities. 

Finally, we noted certain shortcomings and prospective areas for our system's improvement. 
For instance, in our system may not be suitable for individuals with facial abnormalities or 
facial prosthetics that may interfere with the image processing algorithm. Also, our system may 
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not be as accurate in predicting heart rate during intense physical activities or in individuals 
with certain health conditions. 

 
Table.1: Comparing the performance of the System 

Method Correlation 
Coefficient 

Mean Squared 
Error 

Bland-Altman Analysis 

Touchless Heart 
Rate Prediction 

0.95 3.4 Within clinically 
acceptable range 

Traditional Heart 
Rate Monitoring 

0.92 4.1 Within clinically 
acceptable range 

In the above table 1, we are comparing the performance of our touchless heart rate prediction 
system with traditional heart rate monitoring methods using three different metrics: correlation 
coefficient, mean squared error, and Bland-Altman analysis. The results show that our 
touchless heart rate prediction system performed slightly better than traditional methods in 
terms of correlation coefficient and mean squared error, and the difference is within a clinically 
acceptable range according to the Bland-Altman analysis. 

Table.2: Comparing the performance of the Algorithms 

Method Correlation 
Coefficient 

Mean Absolute 
Error 

Root Mean Squared 
Error 

FFT 0.86 2.9 3.7 
CM 0.91 2.4 3.1 
FFT + CM 0.94 1.8 2.3 

In the above table 2, we are comparing the performance of three different methods for 
touchless heart rate prediction: FFT, CM, and a combination of FFT and CM. The results show 
that the combination of FFT and CM achieved Across the three techniques, it had the best 
correlation coefficient and the lowest mean absolute error and root mean squared error. This 
suggests that the combination of FFT and CM is a promising approach for touchless heart rate 
prediction using facial expressions. 

Table.3: Results with different age samples 

Age Group Method Correlation 
Coefficient 

Mean Absolute 
Error 

Root Mean 
Squared Error 

18-30 FFT 0.82 3.1 4.2 
 CM 0.87 2.7 3.4 

 
 FFT + CM 0.92 1.9 2.4 
31-50 FFT 0.84 3.0 3.9 
 CM 0.89 2.6 3.2 

 
 FFT + CM 0.93 1.8 2.2 

51-70 FFT 0.78 3.3 4.5 
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 CM 0.83 2.9 3.6 
 FFT + CM 0.91 2.0 2.5 

In the above table 3, we are presenting the results of touchless heart rate prediction using 
FFT, CM, and a combination of FFT and CM for three different age groups: 18-30, 31-50, and 
51-70. The results show that the combination of FFT and CM consistently outperformed the 
individual methods for all age groups, achieving best correlation coefficient, lowest mean 
absolute error, and lowest root mean squared error. Additionally, the results indicate that the 
performance of the methods decreased with increasing age, with the lowest correlation 
coefficient and the highest errors observed in the 51-70 age groups. These findings suggest that 
age may be a factor to consider when developing touchless heart rate prediction systems using 
facial expressions. 
4. Discussion 

The proposed system for touchless heart rate prediction using facial expressions with the 
help of image processing algorithms, such as Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) and Color 
Magnification (CM), showed promising results in predicting heart rate accurately. The system's 
performance was evaluated by calculating the correlation coefficient, mean absolute error, and 
root mean squared error for different age groups. 

The results showed that the combination of FFT and CM algorithm outperformed the 
individual methods for all age groups, achieving the highest correlation coefficient and the 
lowest mean absolute error and root mean squared error. This indicates that the combination of 
FFT and CM algorithm is a promising approach for touchless heart rate prediction using facial 
expressions. 

The system's performance decreased with increasing age, with the lowest correlation 
coefficient and the highest errors observed in the 51-70 age group. This suggests that age may 
be a factor to consider when developing touchless heart rate prediction systems using facial 
expressions. 

Overall, the proposed system offers a non-invasive and convenient way to predict heart rate 
accurately, which can be useful in various healthcare and wellness applications. Further 
research can explore the potential of other image processing algorithms and machine learning 
techniques to improve the system's performance and robustness. 

 
5. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the proposed system for Untouchable heart rate estimation using facial 
expressions in conjunction with image processing algorithms, such as Fast Fourier Transform 
(FFT) and Color Magnification (CM), showed promising results in predicting heart rate 
accurately. The combination of FFT and CM algorithm outperformed the individual methods 
for all age groups, achieving the greatest correlation coefficient, as well as the lowest mean 
absolute error and root mean squared error. The results of this study indicate that touchless 
heart rate prediction using facial expressions has the potential to be a convenient and non-
invasive approach to monitor heart rate in various healthcare and wellness applications. 
However, the performance of the system may be affected by age, which should be considered 
when developing touchless heart rate prediction systems using facial expressions. 
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Further research can explore the potential of other image processing algorithms and machine 
learning techniques to improve the system's performance and robustness. Overall, the proposed 
system offers a promising solution for accurate and non-invasive heart rate prediction using 
facial expressions. 
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